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Thousands homeless after Ghana hit by torrential rains

September 14, 1999 
Web posted at: 1:27 PM EDT (1727 GMT) 
ACCRA, Ghana (AP) -- A week of torrential rainfall has devastated vast tracts of farmland and left thousands homeless in Ghana's east and northern regions, the government announced. 

Over 9,000 people were left homeless after the rains caused flooding and three dams to overflow, submerging several villages, Thomas Abilla, a senior government disaster official told a visiting delegation from the capital Accra on Sunday. 

The unusually severe downpour that fell over the affected areas last week also caused the collapse of a major bridge linking Ghana to its northern neighbor, Burkina Faso, disrupting a vital land route for the transportation of goods from Ghana's ports, he said. 

There were also reports of 48 deaths last week from a cholera outbreak triggered by deteriorating sanitation conditions, Abilla said. 

Assistance is urgently needed to enable rescue workers to relocate flood victims from temporary shelters in local schools, Abilla said. 

http://cnn.com/WORLD/africa/9909/14/BC-Ghana-Floods.ap/

Floods make 50,000 homeless in north Sudan

September 15, 1999 
Web posted at: 6:56 AM EDT (1056 GMT) 
KHARTOUM, Sudan (Reuters) -- Flash floods have made more than 50,000 people homeless and cut off power and water supplies and telephones in the northern Sudanese town of Dongola, newspapers reported on Wednesday. 

The privately-owned Al-Sahafa daily quoted flood committee officials as warning of the danger of an epidemic from drinking water polluted by sewage and asking for donations to supply food, drugs, tents and drinking water. 

The town, 450 km (280 miles) northwest of Khartoum, has a population of about 150,000. 

The newspaper said 8,115 houses, 320 shops, 32 food stores, 23 public corporations, 163 government houses, six mosques and 22 schools and nurseries as well as part of the local university had been destroyed. 

State radio said on Wednesday a Sudan Airways plane had flown food and other items valued at 50 million Sudanese pounds ($20,000) to Dongola. 

The airline promised to fly relief aid without charge to the town from anywhere in Sudan or abroad. 

The privately-owned Al-Rai Al-Akher daily quoted Izzeddin Ibrahim, head of the higher flood committee, as saying that damage to the Nile embankment in Dongola had been repaired after it had broken twice in the last four days. 

There were no rains in the area and the Nile river had been receding throughout Sudan, he was quoted as saying. 

European ambassadors in Sudan, including those of France, Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands, were reported to be travelling to Dongola on Wednesday, accompanied by Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail, to assess humanitarian needs. 

http://cnn.com/ASIANOW/southeast/9909/19/east.timor.04/index.html

Australian planes drop food to starving East Timorese 



September 17, 1999
Web posted at: 7:59 p.m. HKT (1159 GMT)
DARWIN, Australia (AP) -- The United Nations made its first airdrops of food on Friday to starving refugees hiding from pro-Indonesia militias in the remote hills of East Timor, officials said. 

But there was no immediate prospect of further flights, each of which requires permission from the Indonesian government. "It's case by case," said Ross Mountain, the U.N.'s human rights coordinator for the East Timor crisis, who hoped for further drops. 

The drops are "a highly sensitive issue" because they involve foreign military planes flying through Indonesian airspace, Mountain said. After days of negotiations with the United Nations and the World Food Program, late on Thursday Indonesian President B.J. Habibie and the minister for coordination approved one mission of two planes for Friday. 

Two Australian Hercules C-130 military transports made the flight from the northern Australian city of Darwin. One, loaded with 20 pallets of rice and blankets, flew over the town of Ermera, south of the devastated East Timorese capital of Dili, where 20,000 refugees are believed to be sheltering in a mountainous jungle. 

"I understand they have not had food for over a week," Mountain said. The second plane was destined for the town of Bobonaro, a U.N. spokesman said. 

The United Nations was also trying to get humanitarian relief to up to 150,000 East Timorese who have fled or been transported to West Timor, but staff was having a hard time getting access because of danger, Mountain said. 

